THE FREEDOM OF THE CHURCH
seen in the Concordat—a very useful instrument of government
which it would be foolish to give up. The report on education
drawn up by Guizot on behalf of the Government declared
that " freedom of teaching "—i.e. the abolition of the State
monopoly—was impossible: the Government must still have
the last word as to what is taught.
It is one thing, however, to make laws and another to enforce
them : it soon became apparent that the Church was sufficiently
powerful to defy the law. Although theoretically banished from
the country, the Jesuits reappeared, and their schools with
them. Episcopal seminaries began to be frequented by all and
sundry, and it has been said that by 1824 there was a de facto
if not de jure freedom, with which the Government of Louis
XVIII. did not dare, and that of Charles X. did not wish, to
interfere. Even without having obtained the formal repeal
of existing restrictions, the Church seemed on the highway to
obtaining that control of the State which would make her
indifferent alike to Concordat and to University monopoly.1
It need hardly be said that this situation had not been
accepted without a protest by those who were opposed to the
clerical control of education. " Le clericalisme, voila 1'ennemi! "
may be an expression of later invention, but the thought it
expressed was a legacy of the Revolution. Censorship made
a frontal attack difficult, but the anti-clericals did their best.
The songs of B£ranger are but the best known of that vast
literature of popular propagandist music by which ever since
the Middle Ages French public opinion expressed what could
not be said in pamphlet or Press, and which most governments
winked at as a useful safety-valve. Moliere's old anti-clerical
play Tartuffe was played everywhere to crowded houses and
1 " L'epoque actuelle sera difficile a expliquer pour nos arri£res-neveux. II
n'est plus question que d'dveques, de cures, de momes, de jesuites, de cou vents,
de seminaires; on n'entend plus retentir que les mots de bulk, de, mande-
ments, de confession, de communion, d'indulgences et d'excommunication;
la controverse th^ologique est a 1'ordre du jour . . . on ne laisse personne en
repos; si 1'on ne declare a propos d'une brochure sur les sangsues que I'on se
soumet au jugement de 1'figlise mere et maitresse, et que les £preuves ont ete
revues par les th£ologiens, tout est perdu" (quoted by Thureau-Dangin,
Parti liberal, p. 319).
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